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WHAT’S IN STORE

Stage set for FIBA World Championship 2006
FIBA.COM

DRAW
coverage
live
The draws for the
FIBA World
Championships in
Japan and Brazil
were covered live on
fiba.com. The coverage included highlight videos from
both draws and over
150 news items. In
the days before,
during and after the
events, the traffic on
fiba.com multiplied
by six.
The Brazilian
Basketball
Federation (CBB)
launched the official
website for the 2006
FIBA World
Championship for
Women:
fiba2006brazil.com.

Lebron James was one of
the first US players who
confirmed his participation
in the 2006 FIBA World
Championship in Japan.
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On 15th January the
stage was set for the
FIBA World Championship 2006 in Japan. In
presence of team delegations from five continents and many dignitaries, the draw for the
event was conducted in
the Prince Takanawa
Hotel in Tokyo.
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Basketball legends such
as Dino Meneghin from
Italy and Jean Jacques
Conceicao, one of the
best ever African players
from Angola, were drawing the lots.
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"The draw was extremely
well organised and we
had a perfect show," said
FIBA Secretary General
Patrick Baumann. "We
did not expect anything
less from the Japanese
Organising Committee
and we are sure that the
championship will be
organised with the same
precision and care for
the detail."

Official Sponsor

The make-up of the 4
groups determined the
match schedule for the
first 5 game days (detailed
scheduled on fiba.com) of
the most competitive
basketball event in the
world.

6 MONTHS TO GO

africa news Udoka takes it all
Mfon Udoka, the team captain of the Nigeria national team was the dominating player at the FIBA Africa
Championship for Women in December 2005 in Abuja, Nigeria. As topscorer of the event (93pts) and best
rebounder (57 reb) there was not much choice for the MVP award. She will lead her team at the FIBA
World Championship in Brazil (12-23 September 2006). The second team that qualified for Brazil was
African vice champion Senegal.
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This is whattheysaid after the draw: Brazil 2006: USA
pitted against
Russia

Mike Krzyzewski, Head Coach USA:
“With FIBA expanding the World Championship from 16
teams to 24 teams for 2006, this will be the most competitive and exciting World Championship ever. The format makes every game critical. Our preliminary group
appears to be very balanced and I'm sure each game
will be competitive."
Jean Jacques Conceicao, former player Angola:
"I think my team has a chance. Making the quarterfinals or beyond would mean Angola would be more of
a basketball country and the excitement would spread
to more and more countries. It would be much better for
the continent of Africa."

Claude Bergeaud, Head Coach France:
"Our group and Group B are a little bit less difficult than
the others but of course everything is relative. Both
Argentina and Serbia & Montenegro have won prestigious titles in the past few years but we are not unhappy with the draw. What we want is to remain in the top
teams of world basketball."
Zeljko Pavlicevic, Head Coach Japan:
"We need to be smart. We should concentrate on
Angola, which will be our second game. We have a
chance. I've been a player and coach and I know how
many times bigger teams have problems against smaller teams. We're not a great team, we're not the United
States, we're not even Germany. But maybe one day,
people will appreciate Japan playing in such a big tournament.”
Sergio Hernandez, Head Coach Argentina:
“France have excellent players but are inconsistent as
a team. They could be frightening or vulnerable - at the
same time. I like to make our debut against France and
finish the group against Serbia & Montenegro, because
it means we cannot lose concentration.”

Pau Gasol, player Spain:
“Our aim is to finish as first of the group. Without a
doubt, our most difficult rival is Germany guided by Dirk
Nowitzki and I'm looking forward to playing against
them. I am certain we will play a great World
Championship. I have full confidence in the team that
our new coach Pepu Hernandez will put together.”

Delegations from all around the world
including Brazilian head coach Antonio
Carlos Barbosa, Spanish head coach
Domingo Diaz and French head coach
Alain Jardel were present on 31st
January at the draw for the FIBA World
Phil Jones, player New Zealand:
Championship for Women in Sao Paulo.
“We face tough teams like Spain and Germany but we The lots decided on the make-up of the
also face weaker sides like Japan and Panama, who are
unknown, I think we have a good chance of qualifying for four groups in the first round.
the next round. Just like in 2002, we have to take each
game as it comes. If we finish in the top two of our group
then we have better chances of going far.”
Makhtar N'Diaye, player Senegal:
“We're past asking people for their shoes. We know
them guys in the NBA. We have guys in the NBA, too.
Everybody wants to play against the US so it will be a
great experience, especially for our young players. It
will be good for Senegal basketball. The game will be
shown all over the rest of the world.”

Group A
1. Korea
2. Argentina
3. Brazil
4. Spain

Group B
1. Lithuania
2. Senegal
3. Canada
4. Australia

Group C
1. USA
2. Russia
3. Nigeria
4. China

Group D
1. France
2. Cuba
3. Chinese Taipei
4. Czech Republic

Aluisio Ferreira, Head Coach Brazil:
“Greece is in a good period, as they were the European
champions, and Lithuania have unbelievable power.
Turkey is growing up year-by-year, while Australia and
Qatar are teams with less tradition than the Europeans
in basketball.”

Nikos Zisis, player Greece:
"Considering that we are European champions, everyone will be watching us. Our rivals will be more motivated and eager to beat us and that is why we must
remain together as a team. We have the toughest
group. It is the biggest basketball competition and just
to be a part of it will be great."

Julio Toro, Head Coach Puerto Rico:
"We must have faith and the desire to play a good World
Championship, and not only focus on the fact that the
group could be difficult. Improving on the seventh place
we achieved in Indianapolis would be a good achievement."

Ruben Garces, player Panama
“I think it's a good group. It suits us and I think we can
advance to the second round without any problems.
Spain and Germany are two strong teams but we can
play against them and if all goes well we can even finish as first of our group.”

Jonas Kazlauskas, Head Coach China:
"Slovenia and Italy are all nice European teams. Italy is
also strong, although they don't have any NBA players.
Puerto Rico has both NBA players and European-based
players but I know nothing about Senegal. We have to
beat Senegal and win one or two more games."

Tunji Awojobi, player Nigeria:
“If the fourth team goes through, I think we'll be fourth.
We will go through, but it will be tough. We have the
athletes and the team work. I think we're going to surprise the world. They're not going to be counting on us.”

The United States beat Russia in gold
medal games at the last two FIBA World
Championships. This year the giants of
the women's game will meet even earlier,
as they have both been drawn to play in
Group C for the tournament that tips off
on 12th September 2006 in Brazil. The two
superpowers were also paired alongside
Asian champions China and African
champions Nigeria.
The EuroBasket 2005 champions, the
Czech Republic, are in Group D alongside
the European title winners of 2001,
France, with FIBA Americas champions
Cuba and Chinese Taipei also in the mix.

Bogdan Tanjevic, Head Coach Turkey:
"We have to play much better than we played in the
European Championship. At the beginning of the tournament, we have to be in perfect condition and play
effectively both on offence and defence in the tournament. Turkey expects a good finish at the 2006 World
Championship and we know it.”

Mindaugas Zukauskas, player Lithuania
“It seems like a tough group, with European champions
Greece, then there's Turkey who are not an easy team,
while Brazil and Australia are established. I don't know
much about Qatar, but we will have to wait and see. It's
good to meet Team USA in the group stages as you are
guaranteed that you will not cross them until the semifinals.”

Brazil and Argentina are rivals no matter
what the sport, so the home fans will
have the added spice of their match-up in
Group A, which also includes Spain and
Korea. Spain and Brazil last met in the
quarter-finals of the Olympics.

Dirk Nowitzki, player Germany:
"As everyone knows, one of my biggest goals is to win
the Olympics. I would love to win the World
Championship but there are so many great teams, so I
can't make any predictions that Germany will win. It
should be a great tournament for the fans, as there will
be some wonderful players on show, such as Kobe
Bryant and LeBron James."

Erazem Lorbek, player Slovenia:
“Just because we will make our debut in the competition doesn't mean that we are going to Japan just looking to gain experience. Our aim is to go through to the
next round and we know that we have a great opportunity on our hands to get a good result and show to the
rest of the world that a small country like Slovenia plays
good basketball.”

Australia will like their chances of winning Group B as they have been paired
with EuroBasket semi-finalists Lithuania,
African runners-up Senegal and underdogs Canada.
For a detailed schedule of the event please go to www.fiba.com.

EUROPE news EuroBasket 2007 logo officially unveiled
The EuroBasket 2007 logo was officially unveiled on 10th February 2006 at the Madrid Arena in Spain.
The event graphic symbol for EuroBasket 2007 is comprised of three key points: Spain, basketball and the
world.
EuroBasket 2007 will take place in September 2007 in Spain. Preliminary round group action will be in Palma
de Mallorca, Alicante, Granada and Seville and the final round will take place in Madrid.
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This is whattheysaid afterthe draw:
Jan Stirling, Head Coach Australia:
"I am pleased with the way the draw has finished.
We now have the strongest possible chance to
achieve our goal of bringing home a gold medal. If
things go to plan, we shouldn't cross over with the
powerhouses of Russia or the USA until the major
medal rounds."
Anne Donovan, Head Coach USA
"As usual, we're put into a very competitive pool and we'll
have our challenges. But it's exciting to finally be able to
think about who we're going to play, to know right now
who our first three competitors are and to be able to start
planning for China, Russia and Nigeria."
Carlos Antonio Barbosa, Head Coach Brazil:
"Our group is not like C or D. Those groups are very difficult, but groups A and B are more accessible. We do
have the pressure of being the hosts, but we must play
well and we have the obligation to at least reach the
final."
Igor Grudin, Head Coach Russia:
"Our group is the strongest. The USA are a great
team and everyone knows they are a very good and
strong opponents. The Chinese team is a progressi-

ve team. They want to finish in a
good position in the 2008
Olympic Games so they'll be a
strong opponent."
Amaya Valdemoro, player Spain:
"Ideally we want to finish top of
our group but we have to be realistic and a second position
wouldn't be bad. We will have to
try and avoid meeting Australia in the second round.
However, they are a team that we have managed to
beat in official games. Group C is a shocker."
Mfon Udoka, player Nigeria:
“I think we definitely got the worst of luck. Two
super powers in the world of basketball in the same
bracket? Wow! China is not easy either. I guess we
have our work cut out for us for sure."
Sandra Le Dréan, player France:
"Starting with the Czech Republic and Cuba is no
present for us. Cuba are a very physical team, and
it's hard to play against them. I don't know Chinese
Taipei, I have never played against them. There is
nothing much else to say. That's the real world level."

FIBA’S WORLD

FIBA & Sideline Sports sign agreement
FIBA signed an agreement
on 10th February 2006 with
the professional sports software provider SIDELINE
SPORTS to become the
FIBA official coaching software.
Sideline Sports has developed comprehensive computer software designed
specifically to help coaches with organization,
communication and analysis of their practice sessions and games.
The agreement foresees the delivery free of
charge of the main product "Sideline Organizer
Standard" to all FIBA approved coaches. In addition, every FIBA approved coach will receive a
"Sideline Viewer", a software where players can
view instructional or feedback material, containing text, images, diagrams, animations and
video. The "Sideline Viewer" will include video
sequences from all the drills of the FIBA book
"Basketball for Young Players".

For a detailed description of all the features of
the Sideline Sports products please go to
www.sidelinesports.com and www.sidelinesports.com/organizerflash/flash.php.
The FIBA approved coaches will receive the
software package once they have registered
with FIBA through their national federations. The
registration process is regulated in the new FIBA
Coaches Regulations, which can be downloaded
on fiba.com. The application form for FIBA
approved coaches will be sent to the national
federations soon.
"This agreement is a further step for FIBA in assisting the improvement of the coaching level
worldwide", said FIBA Secretary General Patrick
Baumann. "Today's players are increasingly
‘tech-savvy'. The school classroom is changing.
Players expect to view teaching material in
digital format. It may seem a giant leap, but the
most important thing is that the material and
media focus on the student rather than on the
teacher."

FIBA’S WORLD For the first time after FIBA appro-

ved its new regulations governing
players’ agents a meeting was held
on 26th January 2006 in Geneva
between FIBA and some representatives from players’ agents. The
meeting was aimed at exchanging
views on current matters concerning all issues with players’ contracts and player transfers as well
as the regulations which foresee a certified FIBA licensing procedure for players’ agents as of 18
May 2006.
The regulations governing players’ agents form guidelines for an area which was not regulated on
a global level so far and determine the basic requirements for obtaining FIBA recognition.
These regulations were drafted in co-operation with players’ agents and can be accessed on
www.fiba.com.

Players’
agents meet
with FIBA

FIBA Store
full success
In 2005 FIBA established a new
Licensing & Merchandising
Programme that was implemented, in a first stage, as an online
shop called the “FIBA Store”
(www.fibastore.com). The first
10 months have been very successful with a half million USD
turnover and items being sold in
over 60 countries worldwide.
In continuation of the Licensing
& Merchandising Programme,
FIBA and FIBA Europe created
for the EuroBasket 2005 in Serbia
a line of 40 different items that
were sold through different distribution channels such as retail
stores, venues stores, online
stores and sponsors that was
very well received by the consumers.
For the coming year, FIBA
recently signed an agreement
with Sanrio Far East that is going
to implement a Licensing &
Merchandising Programme for
the FIBA World Championship
2006 in Japan. This agreement
will allow to maximize the distribution channels not only
throughout the five cities of the
event (Sapporo, Hamamatsu,
Sendai, Hiroshima and Saitama)
but also in all the main cities of
Japan such as Tokyo, Osaka,
Kyoto, Nagoya and Yokohama, in
all the airports, train stations,
hotels, sport shops, sports
chains, department stores and
Japanese online stores as well
as on site venues, with an offer
of minimum of 200 items.
At the same time FIBA has
reached an agreement with
PPW (Promotional Partners
Worldwide) a Hong-Kong based
company, for the development of
a similar programme throughout
the rest of Asia (outside Japan)
and Oceania with a strong push
in China.

OCEANIA news FIBA Oceania balls donated around the zone
Papua New Guinea, Palau, Marshall Islands and the Solomon Islands have all received basketballs from the
FIBA Oceania office in the last few weeks to help with their 2006 Development work.
Any other federations who are interested in receiving basketballs at the cost of delivery to their country only
should contact Regan Kama at the FIBA Oceania office on regan@fibaoceania.com
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FIBA DIRECTORY
CHANGES
England Basketball Association
New address:
EIS -Sheffield, Coleridge Road,
Sheffield, S9 5DA
New Secretary General:
Mr. Donovan, Terry
Press Contact:
Mr. Stuart Todd
Comoros Basketball Federation
New address:
B.P : 39 Moroni - Grande Comore
Union des Comores
Tel : +269 - 330202
Fax : +269 - 730706
Email : sasperso@yahoo.fr
securicom@comorestelecom.km
Nepal Basketball Association
New address:
c/o Nepal Olympic Committee,
Bansbari Ring Road, GPO Box 8922,
Kathmandu
Tel.: +977 (1) 4420917
Fax. 1: +977 (1) 4474335
Fax. 2: +977 (1) 4371103
E-mail: info@basketball.com.np
Website: www.basketball.com.np

GASOL, PARKER, NOWITZKI
ARE ALL-STARS
Their rise to prominence in
international basketball was
confirmed long ago but for the
first time Spain's Pau Gasol and
France's Tony Parker now have
exclamation points behind their
names as NBA all-stars.
Both were reserves for the Western
Conference team in the All-Star Game in
Houston in February 2006, as well as Germany's
Dirk Nowitzki who has been named to the side
for the fifth time in his career.
All three will lead their countries at the FIBA
World Championship this summer in Japan.
AUSSIES' TAYLOR-MADE FOR
SUCCESS
Australia forward Penny Taylor
believes America's domination of
women's basketball could soon
be something of the past.
"We have a lot of young girls
coming through and we have
experience in the shape of Kristi Harrower and
Lauren Jackson. We feel confident that we can
match the Americans at the FIBA World
Championship for Women in Brazil and future
tournaments," she said. Taylor was part of the
team that was beaten 74-63 by the USA in the
final of the 2004 Athens Olympics. However,
Taylor is adamant her country can do better in
Brazil next year. "We're definitely going into it looking to go that one step further and it's in all our

minds and we can't wait to get there," she continued.
ORDER OF MERIT FOR KEITH MITCHELL
FIBA Honorary Life Member and
former FIBA Europe President
Keith Mitchell will receive the
‘FIBA Order of Merit’ from FIBA
first
Vice-President
Bob
Elphinston.
”This will be the most wonderful
moment for me to receive this prestigious
award,” he said from his home in Kirkbourne
Grove in England. “I am very happy to be honored
in this way for my contribution to basketball.”
The award ceremony will take place on 24th
March in Melbourne, on the occasion of the
Commonwealth Games.
ALESSANDRA EXPECTING TOUGH TEST
32-year-old
Brazil
center
Alessandra Santos learned a
long time ago that no team can
be taken lightly at the FIBA
World
Championship
for
Women.
"During my entire career I've
learned that we must always
respect the opponent," Alessandra said. "I
think that to face the USA, Australia or Russia
means exactly the same thing as facing other
teams that qualified for this World
Championship.” "It will be difficult for us
because all the teams will play to beat us at
home," Alessandra said.
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EVENT CALENDAR

MEETING CALENDAR

MARCH
15-26/03/2006 Basketball Tournament of the Commonwealth Games in
Melbourne, Australia
14&2/03/2006 Finals of the FIBA EuroCup Women (sites tbd)

March
02-03/03/2006 Commission for Legal Matters, Madrid, Spain
13/03/2006 Council for Basketball for Persons with a Disability,
Geneva, Switzerland

16&23/03/2006 Finals of the FIBA EuroCup Challenge (sites tbd)
31/03/2006 Final Four FIBA EuroLeague Women (site tbd)
&
02/04/2006

31/03/2006 Central Board of FIBA in Hong Kong
&
01/04/2006

April
01-03/04/2006 NCAA Men's Final Four in Indianapolis, USA
07-09/04/2006 FIBA EuroCup Final Four (site tbd)

april
05-06/04/2006 Sportaccord meeting (ASOIF, AGFIS, AIOWF, IOC) in Seoul, Korea

28-30/04/2006 Euroleague Final Four in Prague, Czech Republic
May
19-23/05/2006 FIBA Women’s World League, PR Group A, P.R. of China
June
28/06/2006 FIBA Women’s World League, PR Group B, Pecs, Hungary
&
02/07/2006
August
10-15/08/2006 Stankovic Continental Champions Cup in Nanjing, P.R. of China
19/08/2006 FIBA World Championship for Men in Japan
&
03/09/2006
September
12-23/09/2006 FIBA World Championship for Women in Brazil
October
10-15/09/2006 FIBA Women’s World League Final in Yekaterinburg, Russia

For more information
please contact:
FIBA Communications
Department,
8, Ch. de Blandonnet
1214 Vernier / Geneva
Switzerland
Tel: +41-22-545.00.00
Fax: +41-22-545.00.99
communications@fiba.com
www.fiba.com
Editing:
FIBA Communications
Department

AUGUST
27/08/2006 Central Board of FIBA in Tokyo, Japan
28-29/08/2006 World Congress of FIBA in Tokyo, Japan
31/08/2006 Central Board of FIBA (2006 - 2010 term of office) in Tokyo, Japan

November
Exact Central Board of FIBA
date tbd
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