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WHAT’S IN STORE

fiba world championship Japan 2006:
20 known - 4 wildcards for grabs
FIBA.COM

Challenge
fiba.com
Challenge.fiba.com
FIBA has launched its
new online game,
www.challenge.fiba.com
Basketball fans worldwide can take the
Challenge and compete
against the best of the
best. At the moment
about 6,000 fans have
taken the Challenge and
the leading number one
fan now has over 1 billion points.
A new online information
service has also been
initiated allowing users
to access news content
better and faster from
fiba.com. RSS is the latest
standard in sharing content on the Internet and
receiving updates from
websites.

Greek head coach
Panagiotis Giannakis
won a European
Championship as a
coach and as a player

Less than ten months to go before some of
the world's best players meet to compete at
the FIBA World Championships 2006 in
Japan.

Championships and which there can be a
maximum of three teams from any one
FIBA Zone.

Now that all continental
championships have been
completed and the last 6
teams have qualified at the
last World Championships
qualifier which was played in
Serbia and Montenegro in
September, 20 teams are qualified for the most competitive
basketball event in the world.
On the 27th of November 2005
another four countries will be
invited by FIBA through wild
cards and be given a chance
to represent their country in
Japan 2006.
FIBA Secretary General
Patrick Baumann will be
responsible for making the
proposal
and
the
final decision on which four
nations will be given wild
cards will be taken by the
FIBA Central Board. Certain
criteria will be required by
these four countries including
having participated in one of
the FIBA Zone Qualifying

Qualified for Japan:
Angola
Argentina
Australia
Brazil
China
France
Germany
Greece
Japan
Lebanon
Lithuania
New Zealand
Nigeria
Panama
Qatar
Senegal
Slovenia
Spain
Venezuela
USA

Top players from around the
globe have openly expressed their enthusiasm and
reverence to represent their
country at this prestigious
event. “It's an honour for
me to represent my country
internationally. The national
team has helped my game a
lot, especially regarding a
leadership role and how to
deal with pressure. The
World Championships is a
measuring stick which is
very important for our development”
affirmed
EuroBasket MVP Dirk
Nowitzki from Germany.
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The cities of Hiroshima,
Sendai, Hamamatsu, Sapporo
and Saitama will be under
fire during the three weeks
of three week competition
from the19 August to 3
September 2006 as 24
nations fight to win the
“James Naismith Trophy”.
The draw to determine the 4
groups of 6 teams will be
held in Tokyo on 15th
January 2006.

10 MONTHS TO GO

Africa news Date changed for FIBA Africa Championship for Women
Defending champions Nigeria will be hosting the 19th FIBA Africa Championship for Women 2006 originally scheduled from 8 - 19 November 2005 will now be taking place from 21-29 December 2005. The twelve teams will be
divided into two pools of six teams each during the draw on November 16, 2005 in Abuja, Nigeria. The top two
teams in this competition will be qualified for the FIBA World Championship in Brazil 2006.
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FIBA’S WORLD

EuroBasket 2005 - Best Ever?
This was the key question which was
discussed after the championship in
Belgrade by the experts and basketball
aficionados.
Many said it was the most competitive
ever. A prominent victim to this theory
was the hosting nation and reigning
world champion Serbia & Montenegro
who could not even qualify for the
Quarter Finals. The event proved, that a
minimum of 12 teams were capable of

FIBA’S WORLD

Clinic
for Female
refs in Iran
FIBA has declared that it will launch an
education programme for female referees around the world. The programme will be embarked on with the
help of the FIBA Zones and the
National Federations.
A study on female officiating was carried out by the FIBA
Sports Department indicating that only 5% of the
total FIBA referee pool is
female. This statistic is
clearly far below the
number of participating
female basketball players
and FIBA would therefore
like to see an increase in
the percentage of female
referees from 5% in 2005
to 10% in 2007.
“It is our goal to raise
this number. Not only
because we are keen to strengthen
the role of women in sport, but also
because we believe that there is a
huge potential. Especially when
female players stop playing, it is
important to us to keep them and
their expertise in the game as refer-

ees, coaches and administrators,"
FIBA Sports Director Lubomir
Kotleba stated.
A special clinic for females only, held
from 18-22 September in Teheran, Iran
was FIBA's first accomplishment. A
surprising 23 candidates from the following 6 countries: Iran, Iraq, United
Arab Emirates, Morocco, Oman and
Tajikistan participated in the clinic.
Although only 6 of the participants qualified for the FIBA licence the participants were exceptionally dedicated
throughout the program. The training
completed was the regular program
and required tests for
FIBA referee candidates.
A clinic will be held during
the
FIBA
World
Championship in Brazil in
2006 and similar clinics
will be held in Far East
Asia and in the other FIBA
regions.
A document “Winning
Women” was developed
by Basketball Australia
to help reach the goal of
increasing the percentage of female referees
to 10% in 2007. The document
explains how to become a national
referee and how one can obtain a
FIBA Referee License. National federations have also been asked to
organize clinics for Female referees
in their countries.

medaling. The times were few teams
and nations were able to dominate
Europe are definitely over.
Serbia & Montenegro was a splendid
host, the slogan “Welcome to basketball land” showed in every single detail.
The country, which staged its last major
basketball event in 1975, proved that
they are fully capable of organizing a
championship on top level.
Public interest was unparalleled and
several records were broken. A total of
160.000 spectators watched the games
live, 120 broadcasters guaranteed live
television transmissions from the Final.
750 media representatives from over 50
countries made sure the word got spread all over the world.
For the first time FIBA, in cooperation
with Media Zone, offered broadband
video streaming via the Internet.
Also for a first, a licensing and merchandising program with a dedicated
product event line was created and
sold via internet and 8 stores on site
and via retail markets.
The marketing program was a sell out
as all packages with the five global
FIBA sponsors, a presenting sponsor, 9
main sponsors, 5 event sponsors, an
official IT partner, and an official timing
partner being involved.
But most importantly, EuroBasket saw
fantastic sport. Greece concluded their
improbable run with a convincing 78-62
victory over Germany to win the 2005
EuroBasket gold medal.
France was able to get over the close
defeat of the Semi Final and defeated
Spain 98-68 in the bronze medal game
to earn their first medal in the European
Championships since 1959.
Germany's Dirk Nowitzki claimed the
Most Valuable Player award and was
joined on the All-Tournament team by
Greek guards Theodoros Papaloukas
and Dimitrios Diamantidis, France's
Boris Diaw and Spain's Juan Carlos
Navarro.

America news Argentina wins South American U16 Championship
Argentina retained the title of the South American U16 Championship for Men after beating host Uruguay 86-61 in
the final game of the tournament. This is their ninth title in 18 editions of this tournament. The complete standing
of the event, which was played from 16 - 22 October in Piriapolis, Uruguay: 1. Argentina, 2. Uruguay, 3. Brazil, 4.
Venezuela, 5. Chile, 6. Paraguay, 7. Peru, 8. Bolivia, 9. Ecuador.
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WHAT’S IN STORE

FIBA World Championship for Women
The
Samba
capital
of
world, Brazil
will be hosting
the FIBA World
Championship
for
Women
from the12 to
the 23 of September 2006 in the city of Sao
Paolo. 14 out of the 16 teams who will be
competing in Brazil have already been qualified: Argentina, Canada and Cuba for the
Americas, China, Korea and Chinese Taipei
for Asia, Czech Republic, France, Lithuania,
Spain and Russia for Europe and Australia for
Oceania.
The last 2 nations left to qualify will be determined during the last FIBA Zone Qualifying

Championship,
the
FIBA
Africa
Championship for Women which will take
place 21st to 29th December 2005 in Nigeria.
Competition will not be easy as top players
such as Australia’s Lauren Jackson, Spain’s
Amaya Valdemoro, China’s Sui FeiFei, and
Cuba’s Yakelyn Plutin’s, who recently was
voted MVP during the
FIBA
Americas
Championship for Women,
all compete to be the best
nation of Women’s basketball.
The date for the draw of
the four groups of four
teams has been confirmed
to take place on 31
January 2006 in Sao Paolo.

FIBA’S WORLD

Mini Basketball Rules 2005
FIBA has launched the Mini Basketball
Rulebook 2005.
The rules, have been specifically developed for
girls and boys under the age of 11, it is the
second and enlarged version of the rulebook,
which was first published in 2000.
This new edition has been presented in a way to
allow for easier understanding of the game and
rules for children. Straightforward and clear
explanations have been given alongside attractive cartoons to clarify what is being said for
younger children, this goes in conjunction with
the philosophy of Mini Basketball.
The philosophy of Mini-Basketball is to modify
the adult game to allow children to play a game
which is more appropriate for their physical and
mental development. Mini Basketball is intended to offer children of all levels the opportunity to learn new skills and knowledge whilst participating in a game of Basketball.
Technical rules in Basketball are reduced to a
minimum in Mini-Basketball. For example the
size of the ball which is often too big for younger children is smaller, the heights of the
baskets are lowered
and there is no three
point field goal line.
The rules apply to
players playing at a
competent or advan-

ced level. When
the children are
ready, the Rules, as
applied to the
game, would start
with the following
basic rules:
· To win the game
you must score
more baskets than
your opponents.
· You need to keep
yourself and the ball inside the playing area
(player out of bounds & ball out of bounds rule).
· You cannot walk or run while holding the ball;
in order to move on the court you must dribble
(travelling rule).
· You cannot dribble with two hands at the same
time or dribble again after catching the ball (illegal dribble).
· You cannot make unfair contact (personal
foul).
The publication has been sent to its 212 national
federations and the five Zone offices and FIBA
has encouraged the members to translate the
rule book and distribute it to local schools and
clubs. The complete rule book can also be
downloaded on the “Free Download” section of
FIBA.com

BUSINESS CORNER

FIBA Village
“FIBA Village” was offering a
series of different activities at
the International Trade Fair for
Amenity Areas, Sports and Pool
Facilities (FSB) that took place in
Cologne, from October 26 to 28,
2005.
An entire booth was also dedicated to the upcoming
FIBAWorld Championship in
2006, in Japan. More than 20
FIBA Study Centre Partners and
Sponsors had their own booth
within the FIBA village and had
the opportunity to exhibit new
trends, interact with other
sports businesses and increase
their visibility.
Three teams from the German
Bundesliga:
RheinEnergie
Cologne, Telekom Baskets
Bonn and Women's team
BELKAW BasCats Bensberg
were present in the “Village”
and visitors had the chance to
watch and practice with them.
Mini Basketball teams were
also on FIBA's court playing
basketball
with
Italian
Basketball coach Maurizio
Mondoni. Both Mini Basketball
teams and the three teams from
the German Bundesliga had
been involved with activities
and competitions for visiting
children and adults.
The Paralympics were exhibiting a game of wheelchair basketball right in the centre court.
After the wheelchair exhibition
game the public was able to
use some of the wheelchairs
and tried playing wheelchair
basketball for themselves with
help from the athletes.

ASIA news China champs, Lebanon & Qatar qualify for Japan 2006
China were crowned champions again after beating Lebanon 77-61 in the final of the FIBA Asia championship in
Doha, Qatar. Despite losing the final, Lebanon qualified for the FIBA World Championship 2006 in Japan as well as
Qatar, who won bronze against Korea with 89 - 77. Final Ranking: 1.China 2.Lebanon 3.Qatar 4.Korea 5.Japan 6.I.R.
Iran 7.Jordan 8.Saudi Arabia 9.Chinese Taipei 10.Kazakhstan 11.Uzbekistan 12.India 13.Kuwait 14.Indonesia
15.Hong Kong 16.Malaysia
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FIBA DIRECTORY
CHANGES
Somali Basketball Federation
New phone number and email:
Tel/Fax ++2521 265560
Email: somalibasketball@hotmail.com
Tanzania Basketball Federation
New email address:
Tanzaniabasketballfederation@hotmail.com
Irish Basketball Association
New Name: Basketball Ireland
Basketball Australia
New mailing address:
PO Box 7141 - Alexandria NSW 2015
New Street Address:
Level 3, 256 Coward Street
Mascot NSW 2020
Tel: +61-2-9469 720
Fax: +61-2-9469 7201

FIBA´s New Commercial
Director Matthew Osmon
Matthew Osmon has been
appointed as new commercial director and will lead
the development of the
Marketing and Commercial
interests of the federations
worldwide. Matthew was the Director of
Business Development for the sponsorship consultancy 'Redmandarin' and prior to that was
Director of European Sales at 'Octagon'. “I am
looking forward to helping FIBA to reach greater
audiences, to strengthen its brand and to provide an effective platform for sponsors to engage
with their consumers across the world", said
Matthew Osmon.
BOCOG Appoints Bob Elphinston as Sports
Consultant
FIBA Vice President Bob
Elphinston has been
appointed as Sports
Consultant
to
the
Organizing Committee of
the 2008 Beijing Olympic
Games (BOCOG). Bob
Elphinston has become the first foreign expert
that the Ministry of Sports of BOCOG has
appointed in the lead-up to the Games. Bob
was one of the founding directors of the
Australian National Basketball League (NBL),
General Manager Sports for the 2000 Sydney
Olypmics and has an ongoing work relationship with the International Olympic Committee.

Gomelsky passed away
One of the world's most
famous
coaches,
Aleksandr Gomelsky from
Russia, passed away on
16th August in a Moscow
hospital after a long battle
with cancer at the age of
77. "We have lost one of the
most influential figures in international
basketball", said FIBA Secretary General
Emeritus Borislav Stankovic. "His achievements as coach were outstanding and put him
in the first row of basketball experts on a global level." In 29 years of coaching, "Aleksandr
the Great" compiled a 490-177 record. He won
seven FIBA European Championships (1959,
1963, 1965, 1967, 1969, 1979, and 1981) and two
FIBA World Championships (1967, 1982).
Antoine Rigaudeau Calls it Quits
Captain of the French
basketball team Antoine
Rigaudeau has decided to
retire from a remarkable
playing career. Rigaudeau
recently led his team to the
bronze medal at the
Eurobasket 2005 when
they beat Spain in
Belgrade. Nicknamed 'Le Roi', Rigaudeau leaves with 127 caps with 'Les Bleus', and a silver medal with France in 2000. “Basketball
gave me everything but I feel it's time for me
to take some distance” said Rigaudeau.
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STAY TUNED

STAY TUNED

EVENT CALENDER

MEETING CALENDER

September
01/11/2005 African Cup for Men's Champion Clubs
30/11/2005

November
31/10/2005
01/11/2005

World Commission for Youth Basketball in
Geneva, Switzerland

27/11/2005 South East Asian Games, Philippines
5/12/2005

11/11/2005
13/11/2005

Board of FIBA Europe in St. George's Bay,
Malta

25/11/2005 Central American Games in Cartagena,
03/12/2005 Columbia

02/11/2005
03/11/2005

World Commission for International
Competitions in Geneva, Switzerland

December
07/12/2005 Francophonian Games in Niamey, Niger
17/12/2005

18/11/2005
20/11/2005

FIBA Oceania Clinic for International Referee
Candidates in Melbourne, Australia

08/12/2005 COCABA Championship for Men and Women in
Cuidad de Guatemala, Guatemala

25/11/2005

FIBA Zone Secretary Generals in Rome, Italy

26/11/2005
27/11/2005

Central Board of FIBA in Rome, Italy

20/12/2005 FIBA Africa Championship for Women in
29/12/2005 Abuja, Nigeria
January Draw for the FIBA World Championship 2006 in
15/01/2006 Tokyo, Japan

December
18/12/2005
19/12/2005

FIBA Africa Central Board in Abuja, Nigeria

31/01/2006 Draw for the FIBA World Championship for
Women 2006 in Sao Paulo, Brazil

January
20/01/2006

World Technical Commission in Geneva,
Switzerland
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