
Group A:
People’s Republic of China, 
New Zealand, Italy, Spain,
Argentina, Serbia & Montenegro

Group B:
Angola, Australia, Greece,
Lithuania, Puerto Rico, USA 

Following this, the final sche-
dule for the men’s basketball tour-
nament was jointly determined by
FIBA and the Olympic organizing
committee (ATHOC). The full sche-
dule is available on www.fiba.com. 

Secretary General Patrick
Baumann commented, ”We are
looking forward to a great basket-
ball tournament in Athens next
summer, which could certainly be
one of the most competitive
displays of basketball in Olympic
history.”

Tickets for the men’s Basket-
ball Tournament are currently on
sale. Tickets for the preliminaries
and classification (9-12 place) are
priced at 15 – 20 Euros. For the
quarter-finals and classification
(5-8 places) ticket prices are 20 –
30 Euros. For the semi-finals,
tickets are 50 – 80 Euros, for the
women’s finals it is 60 – 100 Euros
and for the men’s finals the ticket
prices are 150 – 300 Euros. 

To purchase tickets online and
for other ticket purchasing options
go to www.athens2004.com. 

WHAT’S IN STORE

OLYMPIC BASKETBALL SCHEDULE 
FOR MEN ANNOUNCED

ASSISTNEWS
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The two groups in the Preliminaries were determined
at the draw in Madrid on 8th November 2003. 
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EUROPEAN NEWS Eurobasket 2005 Draw for Men and Women
The road to the 2005 European Championships for Men and Women started at 12:00, on 13th December, 2003 in
Belgrade, Serbia and Montenegro, where the draws for the Qualifying Rounds took place. The results of the
Division A for men: Group A: SWE, CRO, RUS. Group B: BUL, LAT, ISR, POR. Group C: HUN, UKR, GER, BEL.
Group D: CZE, SLO, FRA, POL. Group E: EST, BIH, TUR, NED. Further information on www.fibaeurope.com.
The dates for the final round for men are September 23 - October 2, for women, September 9 - 18, 2005. 

FIBA.COMe and see
the official fiba
website

FIBA’s New
Website Launched

Since November
8th, the new FIBA
website has been
online. Users are
able to navigate
through these main
sections: News,
Events, The Game,
Training, About Us,
Equipment, Marke-
ting  & TV and
Publications. 
There is also a 
virtual introductory
tour of the website
given by Secretary
General Patrick
Baumann. 

Arvydas
Macijauskas:
Eurobasket 2003
gold medalist

Official Sponsor
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Expected to be strong at home: 
Greek National Team

The following eight teams have
qualified so far for the Olympic
Basketball tournament for Wo-
men: Australia, Brazil, Czech
Republic, Greece, New Zealand,
Russia, Spain and USA.

The 12 teams will be divided
into 2 groups of 6. The following
system of play will apply in Athens:
after playing each other in the
group, the best placed 4 teams will
advance directly to the Quarter-
Finals, Semi-Finals and Finals in
elimination games. 

World Champion USA and host
Greece have automatic qualifica-

tions for Athens 2004, all the other
teams have qualified through their
continental championships during
2003. The remaining 4 teams will
qualify at the continental cham-
pionships of FIBA-Asia (3 teams
qualify for Athens 2004) to be play-
ed January 13 -19, 2004 in Sendai,
Japan and FIBA-Africa (1 team
qualifies for Athens 2004) to be
played December 18 - 28, 2003 in
Nampula, Maputo, Mozambique.

Media representatives are
cordially invited to attend the
draw. Please note that all media
wishing to attend the draw must

OLYMPIC DRAW FOR WOMEN’S
TOURNAMENT
The draw will take place in co-operation with the
Hellenic Basketball Federation on 26th January at
6 pm in Athens at the conference center of the ATHOC
headquarters. 
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Both FIBA DVDs now available. For a limited time
FIBA is now offering both ”The Road to Athens” and
”Eurobasket” DVDs at a special price of $39.95. 

The FIBA DVDs are a great gift for any diehard basket-
ball fan. This special price is offered until the end of
January 2004.

The FIBA 2003 – The Road to Athens DVD includes
action from each of the 2003 FIBA Zone Champion-
ships for Men plus footage from the European
Championship for Women 2003.  Including, 90 minutes
of action plus montages showing the best in dunks,
blocks, bloopers and the passion that is the trademark
of international basketball. This DVD is available in
three languages: English, Spanish and French. 

The FIBA 2003 EuroBasket DVD contains 90 minu-
tes of footage from the European Championship in
Sweden. 
To purchase the DVDs go to www.fibavision.com 

apply for media accreditation with the ATHOC press
services, Tel.: +30 10 2004 130, Fax: +30 10 2004 140.

Event:      Draw for the Olympic Basketball   
Tournament for Women

Date:       Monday, 26th January 2004
Time:       18:00 local time
Venue:     ATHOC Conference Center

Iolkou & Filikis Eterlas
14234 Nea Ionia, Greece 

WHAT’S IN STORE

BASKETBALL
HIGHLIGHTS
FROM 2003

The number of teams has been
increased from 16 to 24. With this
decision, FIBA reacted to the
improved level of play on a global
level and the fact that basketball is
the most widespread indoor team
sport around the world.

First time wild cards
Most countries will qualify through
the 5 continental championships in
summer 2005, but 4 countries will
receive a wild card based on a cer-
tain criteria. The wild card system
is the first of its kind to be used at
a FIBA World Championship. 

16 teams from 5 continents will be
able to join that celebration of
women’s basketball and get a
taste of the excitement and enthu-
siasm of Brazilian fans. Like for
the Men’s the countries will have
to earn their ticket to Brazil at the
championships of FIBA Asia, FIBA
Africa, FIBA Europe, FIBA Oce-
ania and FIBA Americas in 2005. 

The following is the country
quota for 2006: 
Africa: 3
Americas: 5
Asia: 3
Europe: 6
Oceania: 2
Invited teams: 4
Host: Japan

For one team, there will be a
special task, after the disappoin-
ting sixth place in Indianapolis, the
USA will try everything the regain
the position as the dominating
basketball power over the past 5
decades. But it needs their best to
fulfil that mission. 

The event will take place
August 19th – September 3, 2003.
The five cities which will host the
event will be announced in early
2004. At the same time, FIBA will
launch the logo for this event.

The following 16 spots will be
divided accordingly for the
women: 

Africa: 2
Americas:            4
Asia: 3
Europe: 5
Oceania: 1
Host: Brazil 
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ASIAN NEWS  ASIAN CHAMPIONS CUP FOR MEN The 14th Asian Champions Cup for Men took place December 21-27,
2003 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Group A: Al-Rayyan (QAT), Sangmu (KOR), Muharraq (BRN), Aspec (INA).
Al-Ittihad (KSA), Al-Wahda (SYR), Punjab Police (IND), Sanam (IRI), Petronas (MAS). FIBA-Asia Secretary
General Dato’ Yeoh Choo Hock stated, ”It will be interesting to see how Al-Rayyan do against Sangmu and
how Al-lttihad do this time. Sanam will also be very difficult opposition so it should be a good championship.”
For results please check on fiba.com and on www.asian-basketball.com.

FIBA’S WORLD

FIBA WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
FOR MEN 2006

FIBA WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
FOR WOMEN 2006

Japan will be the host for the most important basketball event on the
globe. It’s the first time that the country of the rising sun is hosting a
championship of this magnitude.

Who could be a better host for the elite women’s tournament in the
world? Brazil – a country which is basketball crazy and has a long stan-
ding tradition for the game and an endless list of international titles and
successes at World Championships and Olympics: Brazil – the land of
Hortencia and Paula, the land of passion and pride, the land of Samba
and carnival.
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FIBA Central Board met for its fourth session of the
2002 until 2006 term of office on November 8-9, 2003 in
Madrid, Spain. 

FIBA Central Board met for its fourth session of the
2002 until 2006 term of office on November 8-9, 2003 in
Madrid, Spain. 

Several topics were on the agenda for discussion,
there were new rule changes specifically regarding a
smaller ball for women’s basketball and new regula-
tions concerning player uniforms. The Diamond Ball
for Men will be hosted by Serbia & Montenegro in
Belgrade shortly before the Olympics in 2004. Parti-
cipating countries are: Angola, Argentina, Australia,
China, Lithuania, Serbia & Montenegro. The date for
this invitational tournament has been set for the 31st
of July to the 3rd August 2004. The Diamond Ball for
Women will be hosted by the Hellenic Basketball
Federation and will take place in Iráklion, Greece. 

The newly created Basketball Federation of Iraq
has been recognized by the FIBA Central Board upon
the recommendation of the International Olympic
Committee. In that context, the FIBA Central Board
has decided to allocate technical help to the national
federations of Afghanistan, East Timor, and Iraq.

For further details please go to www.fiba.com. 

FIBA has opened the bid campaign for the 2010 FIBA
World Championship for Men. Preliminary interest
has already been expressed by Australia-New
Zealand, France, Puerto Rico and Turkey. 

The countries and national federations, who are inter-
ested to bid, must send a letter of intent to FIBA
before 31st January 2004.  Consequently, those coun-
tries will receive the complete bidding documents.
A formal candidature by each interested country must
reach FIBA before the 31st July 2004. 

A FIBA evaluation commission will then visit the
bidding countries between 1st September and 31st
October 2004. A report from the visits by the FIBA eva-
luation commission will be given to the Central Board,
who will take a final decision in November 2004.  

Mr. Alex Gilady appointed as
Chairman of the FIBA Television
Council – FIBA’s TV-rights exploi-
ted in-house

Following the recent decision of
the FIBA Central Board to exploit
in-house the television rights of
the main official FIBA competi-
tions, a FIBA Television Council is
being created to strengthen the
relationship between FIBA and its
television partners. 

The new FIBA Television
Council will advise FIBA on various
aspects including the television
production of the sport and poten-
tial future strategies for the distri-
bution of the television rights
through all communication chan-
nels. FIBA is very pleased to an-
nounce that Mr. Alex Gilady has
been appointed to become the

FIBA’S WORLD

2010 FIBA WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIP BIDS

OCEANIA NEWS NEW ZEALAND AND AUSTRALIA BID FOR 2010
Arch rivals on the basketball court, but for the 2010 FIBA World Championship for Men both countries have
teamed up and expressed interest in hosting such a renowned event. During FIBA Secretary General Patrick
Baumann’s visit to Oceania, important meetings were held with the New Zealand Government, New Zealand
Olympic Committee, their sports funding authorities and the New Zealand Basketball Federation. Strong
support was shown by all parties in seeking to join Basketball Australia for the 2010 bid. 

BUSINESS CORNER

FIBA TELEVISION 

FIBA uses the performance of
teams in official FIBA World
Championships, Olympic Games
and Continental Championships to
calculate the ranking for each
team. 

The ranking exists for men’s
teams and women’s teams separa-
tely and in a combined version. 

The FIBA ranking will not be
used or taken into consideration
for any sports related decisions
such as seedings for draws, wild
cards at FIBA invitational tourna-
ments, official competitions and
similar decisions. The complete
ranking for all teams and details
can be found on fiba.com. 

NEW FIBA RANKING

FIBA CENTRAL BOARD 
MET IN MADRID
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The International Basketball Federation, FIBA, established a new
ranking system for national teams. 

Chairman of the FIBA Television
Council. Alex Gilady, is Senior Vice
President at NBC Olympics, Mem-
ber of the International Olympic
Committee (1994), a Member of the
IOC RTV Commission (1984), and
Chairman of the IAAF TV Commis-
sion (1985).

Mr. Gilady commented on the
appointment by saying, "It is won-
derful that I am asked to be back to
the sport I love so much and which
was a significant platform for the
wonderful career I'm experiencing
in television and sports”.

Paul Stimpson, who heads the
FIBA Television Department, sta-
ted: ”By forming the FIBA Tele-
vision Council we will be able to
take advantage of the Councils’
expertise which, together with the
direct relationship that we are for-
ming with our television partners,
will enable us to keep evolving the
quality of basketball broadcast
throughout the world.” 

RANK

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10.

Top Ten of Men:

Team Points
YUG 988 
USA 965 
LTU 549 
ARG 527 
ESP 433 
RUS 393 
AUS 384 
PUR 327 
GRE 294 
ITA 283

Top Ten of WOMen:

Team Points
USA  1112 
RUS  752 
AUS  730 
BRA  664 
CUB  406 
KOR 288 
FRA 243 
CHN  230,5 
SVK  226 
ESP  225

combined:

Team Points
USA  2077 
RUS 1145 
AUS  1114 
YUG  1071 
BRA  940,8 
LTU  757 
ARG  672,4 
ESP  658 
FRA  517 
CHN 460,5 
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FIBA Order of Merit for 
Ernesto Segura de Luna and Al Ramsay

The FIBA Order of Merit has been awarded
to two key persons in the basketball world. 

In honour of his long time service to basket-
ball, the President of the Spanish Basketball
Federation Mr. Ernesto Segura de Luna was
awarded the highest award, the FIBA Order
of Merit by FIBA President Carl Men Ky
Ching and FIBA Secretary General Mr.
Patrick Baumann. Upon receiving the
award, Mr. Segura de Luna stated, ”I am
very honoured. This comes as a big surprise
to me, I have been involved in national and

international basketball
since 1972 and this is
also recognition for my
contribution to Spanish
Basketball.” 

Al Ramsay of
Charlesworth
Bay was awar-
ded the Order
of Merit by the
International Basketball Federation (FIBA) in
recognition of his services to the sport over
more than 45 years. Following a meeting of
the FIBA Central Board in Madrid, Spain, last
November, Secretary General Patrick Bau-
mann, requested FIBA Oceania's Steve
Smith to present the Order of Merit to Al
Ramsay on behalf of FIBA. 

"I want to win a gold medal in
Athens” When asked at the
FIBA Women’s World Cup what
she wanted to accomplish in
2004 Sheryl Swoopes commen-
ted, ”To win the gold medal in
Athens, no doubt. I have been
asked by USA Basketball to join the core
team of 7 players, which has recently been
announced, but I could not make a commit-
ment at that time. I have a 6-year old son
and I am a single mother. But I love to play
at the Olympics, the world has become so
much better, there are so many good teams
now: the European teams, Brazil, Australia,
China, and Korea. Everybody has his own
style and it will be very competitive and the
USA will always be the hunted one.” 

Pau Gasol (ESP), the team lea-
der of the Spanish quest for
glory at the Olympics in Athens,
stated on the incredibly strong
competition expected, ”It'll be
hard to beat the US. But the level
of the other teams is increasing.
Nobody is afraid of the US anymore becau-
se a lot of international players are in the
NBA now and play against the US players
every night. I think there are 5 or 6 teams
that can compete for a medal. A lot of little
things will make the difference. I think you
will see teams like Lithuania, Serbia &
Montenegro, Argentina and Greece.”

23/04/04 - 25/04/04 FIBA Europe League Final Four 

MAY 2004
Tba  U20 South American Championship for Men   

in Chile

Tba 1st FIBA Women’s World League – 
Preliminary Round

MARCH 2004
Tba 6th Board of FIBA Europe in Russia

MAY 2004
Tba Central Board of FIBA 

in Geneva, Switzerland

14/05/04  7th Board of FIBA Europe 
in Prague, Czech Republic

PEOPLE

NAMES AND FACES
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Department, 
8, Ch. de Blandonnet 
1214  Vernier / Geneva
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Tel: +41-22-545.00.00
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communications@fiba.com 
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Moldavian Basketball Federation
New prefixes: Tel. +373 (22) 237981
Fax. +373 (22) 237979
Basketball Ireland
New Website: 
www.basketballireland.ie
Slovak Basketball Association
New Telephone and Fax:
Tel. +421 (2) 49249141
Fax. +421 (2) 49 249556
Gabon Basketball Federation
New Address:
B.P. 679 Libreville, Gabon
New Telephone and Fax:
Tel. +241 787955, Fax. +241 787979
New Email: fegabab@inet.ga
Rwanda Amateur Basketball
Federation
New Address:
B.P. 6726 Kigali, Rwanda
New Telephone and Fax:
Tel./Fax. +250 512256
New Email: ferwaba@avu.org
Ecuador Basketball Federation
New Fax: Fax. +593 3981416
Fax. +593 3982254
Fax. +593 3983864
Swedish Basketball Federation
New Address: Idrottens Hus, 
S-114 73 Stockholm, Sweden  
Fiskartorpsvägen 15 H, 
114 73 Stockholm, Sweden
Tel: +46-8-699 60 00  
Fax: +46-8-699 63 06 

DON’T GET DISCONNECTED

FIBA DIRECTORY
CHANGES

JANUARY 2004
13/01/04 -19/01/04 Asian Championship for Women 

in Sendai, Japan 

19/01/04 - 26/01/04 Draw for Olympic Basketball Tournament 
for Women in Athens, Greece

MARCH 2004
27/03/04 - 28/03/04 FIBA Europe Cup Men 2004 – Final Four

APRIL 2004
02/04/04 - 04/04/04 NCAA Women’s Final Four 

in New Orleans, USA 

03/04/04 - 04/04/04 FIBA Europe Cup Women Final Four 

03/04/04 - 05/04/04 NCAA Men’s Final Four 
in San Antonio, USA 

16/04/04 - 18/04/04 FIBA EuroLeague Women Final Four 
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