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What's in store?
Blockbuster takes off!
While the 32nd European
Championship for Men was
a huge success on the court,
it didn't do so badly on the
"virtual court" either.
www.fiba.com was
inundated with
an average of
18,500 visits per day during
the tournament, with a
single day high of 26,000.
This is more than double
the amount of visitors
who came to the website
during the 1999 European
Championship for Men, and
resulted in an average of
320,000 pages viewed per
day by basketball fans.

fiba.comE
AND SEE

the offical fiba website

Dora Kalmar-Nagy (HUN)
tries to pass Jana
Lichnerova (SVK) at the
EuroBasket Women

32 teams go for
global glory

The two logos for the World
Championships for Women
and Men 2002

With FIBA's continental summer being
almost over, only the Asian Championship
for Women remains to be played in
Bangkok, Thailand 4th - 11th October.
That means that all the places in next
year's World Championship for Men in
Indianapolis, USA have been filled. There
are just four remaining places in next
year's World Championship for Women
in China, which will be filled by the top
three teams in the Asian Championship
for Women plus China as host.
Here is a rundown of all the Continental
Championships that have taken place in
the last two months and a look at the
World Championship qualifiers:
Angola and Algeria
qualify for 2002 World
AFRICA
Championship for Men,
Senegal and Tunisia through
to Women's World Championship.
Algeria proved to be the surprise team
of the African Championship for Men in
Morocco, reaching the final against
Championship stalwarts, Angola. Angola
proved to be the stronger team in the

-

O C T O B E R / N O V E M B E R

final, winning the Tournament for the
6th time in the history of the competition.
Both Algeria and Angola will represent
Africa at the 2002 World Championship
for Men, as the qualifiers from the Africa
Zone. Angola will make its 4th
appearance at the World Championship
for Men, while 2002 will be Algeria's
debut at the highest national team level.
The African Championship for Women
took place in November 2000. Senegal
defeated Tunisia in the Final and both
teams have qualified for the 2002 World
Championship for Women.
China flexes muscles at
home, Lebanon
A S I A
surprise Runners-up
China were the hot tip for the Asian
Championship for Men, which took place
on July 20 - 28 in Shanghai, China. The
host nation were strong pre-tournament
favourites, and they powered their way
to the Final, where they defeated Lebanon.
As the top two finishers in the Asian
Zone, China and Lebanon are both qualified
to the 2002 World Championship for
Men. China has appeared in a total of 5
World Championships for Men, while this
will be Lebanon's first appearance. For the
Women’s Championship please see article on page 2.

Argentina, Brazil,
Canada, Puerto Rico
and Venezuela qualify
from the Americas
Home nation Argentina proved to be the
strongest team at the Tournament of the
Americas in Neuquen, as they powered
to a 10-0 tournament record and the title
of Continental Champion. Argentina
defeated a young Brazil team in the final,
with Canada taking the bronze, Puerto
Rico fourth place and Venezuela fifth
place, guaranteeing all teams a ticket to
the 2002 World Championship for Men.
Brazil Champions again
The Brazilian women's team has done it
again - in a action-packed final game
against Cuba, the home team took the
AMERICAS

+ + + Bilé new Secretary General of FIBA-Africa
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What’s in store?

New Zealand Tall Blacks
celebrate their win

FIBA’s world

Canada wins
IWBF World Championship
for Junior Men

Dr. Alphonse Bilé has been
elected new Secretary General of FIBA-Africa during the Congress on 1st August in Casablanca, Morocco. Bilé, who
has served many years as Secretary General of the national federation of Cote D'Ivoire, for which he also very
successfully played on the national team, stated in a first interview regarding the priorities of his tenure, "we have
discussed and determined three priorities. First of all communication with the national federations and FIBA-Africa,
as well as among its members and its General Secretary. The last points concerns the development of the infrastructures,
the formation and the global promotion of our sport."
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What's in store?
Tournament of the Americas title in style,
88-83, in front of a immensely supportive
home crowd in Sao Luis (Estado de
Maranhao). The championship ran from
11th - 15th September and Cuba and
Argentina qualified along with Brazil for
the World Championship for Women next
year. The three teams will join USA (as
Olympic Champion) in representing the
FIBA-Americas zone in China.
Yugoslavia, Turkey, Spain,
Germany and Russia
EUROPE
come through from Europe
The five teams mentioned above finished
in places 1-5 respectively in the European
Championship for Men in Turkey, thus
securing berths for the World Champion
ship for Men in 2002. In what was regarded
by experts as one of the most exciting and
open Championships ever, Yugoslavia
proved their pedigree, winning the eighth
championship in their history. The
tournament was dominated by the future
of European basketball, and players like
Dirk Nowitzki (GER), Pau Gasol (ESP) Andrei
Kirilenko (RUS), Tony Parker (FRA) and
many more, dazzled the fans in Turkey and
all over the world with their maturity and
leadership skills, ensuring an exciting future
for European basketball.
France comfortable at home and lifts
the European trophy
Cruising through the Preliminary Round to
the Finals France did not lose a game on
its way to its first European crown at the
European Championship for Women held
in Gravelines, Orléans and Le Mans, 14th
- 23rd September. The home team however
took on a determined Russian team in a
thrilling climax to the competition, pulling
away only in the last 2 minutes to win 7368. The other 3 teams to qualify for the
World Championship 2002 were Spain (who
took the bronze medal), Lithuania (4th)
and surprise 5th, Yugoslavia, who beat
reigning champions Poland to secure a
ticket to China next year.
Shock upset in Oceania as
New Zealand qualify for
OCEANIA
the World Championship
for Men!
Despite having a 1-34 record in Oceanian
Championship play against Australia, the
New Zealand Men's basketball team had
no fear going into their three game series
with the "Boomers" in New Zealand to
decide who would travel to Indianapolis
next year. They pulled off one of the

biggest upsets in world basketball in game
one, where they defeated Australia 85-78
to take a 1-0 lead in the series. The question
was could they hold on to take one more
game? Despite immense pressure on the
Australians, they managed to take game
2, 81-79 in overtime, to set up a winner
takes all showdown in the last game.
Perhaps the pressure was too much for
Australia, and they could not pull out the
win in New Zealand, producing what must
surely be the best result in the history of
New Zealand basketball.
Australian Women keep form as they
defeat New Zealand to qualify for the
World Championship
Despite the failure of the Australian men
to qualify for the 2002 World Championship, the women had no problems in
defeating New Zealand in their three game
series in New Zealand. The "Opals" only
needed two games to secure their
qualification to the 2002 World Championship for Women in China, winning the two
games by an average margin of 41.5 points.
Despite not having a full strength team,
Australia showed that their silver medal at
the Olympic Games was no fluke, and they
will be serious contenders for next year's
World Championship.

USA take home
title of World's
best Young Men

In an event which has become a highlight
in the FIBA calendar, the fans were not
disappointed in what was a highly
competitive tournament. Despite finishing
second in their respective groups, both
Australia and Israel were eliminated in the
Quarter-Finals, whereas Croatia, despite
finishing fourth in Group B (and a 2-3 record),
stormed through the Quarter and SemiFinals, to reach the Finals against the USA.
The USA did not have an easy route to the
Final, and their Semi-Final game saw them
match up with an Argentinean team that
had defeated them in the Final of the
COPABA qualifying tournament. This time
however, USA prevailed 95-90, and went on
to defeat Croatia in the final to record their
second win in this tournament, in its threeyear history.

19th Asian
Championship
for Women
The last qualifiers - who will make the
final World Championship line-up?
With 3 places left to fill at the World
Championship in China next year, the last
Zone Championship preceding the World
event is that of the Asian Women. Held in
Rajamankarapisek Indoor Stadium in
Bangkok, Thailand, 4th - 11th October, the
championship is a two-tier competition with
those teams in Level 1 competing for the
World Championship spots and those teams
in Level 2 battling it out for a place in
Level 1 at the next Zone Championship.
Appearing in the Level 1 competition are
hosts Thailand, title-holders Korea, People's
Republic of China, Chinese Taipei and Japan.
The teams will play round robin and the
best 4 teams will then play Semi-Finals. The
3 best-placed teams, plus China as host, will
qualify for the World Championship next
year.
In Level 2 Malaysia, India, Lebanon, Macau,
Kazakhstan, Sri Lanka, Uzbekistan and Hong
Kong, China will compete for the opportunity
to play for higher stakes in 2003.

Early August saw the world's best young
players battle it out in Saitama, Japan in
the World Championship for Young Men.

The games of the Championship will be
televised and the TV channels as well as all
results can be found on www.fiba.com in
the special Blockbuster section

+ + + Yugoslavia wins World University Games Basketball Competition
A S I A

The World University Games took place on 22nd August - 1st September in Beijing, China, organised by the International
University Sports Federation (FISU). Beijing will also host the 2008 Summer Olympic Games. Yugoslavia took top
honours in the basketball competition, defeating China in the final, while USA defeated Germany to secure the bronze
medal. The games were attended by FIBA Deputy General Secretary Patrick Baumann and former FIBA President George
Killian, who is the current President of FISU.

+++
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FIBA's world
FIBA-AFRICA
Congress:
The ordinary session of the FIBAAFRICA Congress took place in
Casablanca, Morocco, on 1st - 2nd of
August 2001, 2 days before the start
of the African Championship. FIBA
Secretary General Mr Borislav Stankovic
and Development Officer Anicet
Lavodrama (photo) attended the Congress
as observers . A record participation of 32
countries attended this meeting (Algeria,
Angola, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Cabo
Verde, Cameroon, Central African Republic,
Côte d'Ivoire, Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Egypt, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea,
Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Libya, Madagascar,
Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco,
Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda,
Senegal, Seychelles, South Africa, Sudan,
Swaziland, Tunisia, Zambia.). The President
of FIBA-AFRICA Dr. Alain Ekra (Côte
d'Ivoire) was re-elected and Mr. Alphonse
Bilé (Côte d'Ivoire - see also people) was
elected as General Secretary. The official
address of the FIBA-AFRICA headquarters
stays until further notice: 10, 26th July
Street, Cairo, EGYPT. The composition of
the new board as well as the structure of
the 7 Zones including their Presidents, can
be viewed on the "Have you Heard"
Section on www.fiba.com.

Media Round Table:
Under the auspices of the Moroccan
Basketball Federation, and chaired by FIBA
Africa Communications Officer Mamadou
Diouf, a media round table was organised
on 10th August in Casablanca. 30 journalists
from many African countries came together
in order to discuss the role of the media
in the promotion and further development
of basketball on the continent. An opening
speech was given by newly elected AFABA
Secretary General, Dr. Alphonse Bilé, who
emphasised the importance of
communication in an interview with the
media after his election (see People for
more information). FIBA Head of
Communications Mr. Florian Wanninger,
as well as Development Officer Anicet
Lavodrama, attended the meeting, to assist
the group in this difficult, but very
important mission.
One of the clearest goals was to determine
a strategy for an integrated and complete
communication policy. As a first step, the
following projects were identified:
• The creation of an intranet of African
sports journalists specialised in basketball.
FIBA headquarters promised technical and
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logistical support in this project.
• The publication of a FIBA Africa
Newsletter.
• A constant flow of information from
communication department of FIBA Africa
and within the intranet group of specialised
media.
For further information please contact
Mr. Mamadou Diouf at
madiousf66@hotmail.com
Both Anicet Lavodrama and Florian
Wanninger were impressed by the devotion
the journalists from Africa are putting to
the sport in spite of the fact that their
working conditions are not always easy.
They expressed confidence that the huge
potential which basketball in Africa has will
be further exploited.

Canada takes the
crown at IWBF World
Championships
James Naismith, the Canadian who invented
basketball at Springfield College in the USA,
must be proud of the Canadian National
Wheelchair Basketball Teams. The Canadian
women's team has not lost a game in World
Championship or Paralympic play since 1992.
That translates to 3 Paralympic Gold Medals
and 2 World Championships. The Canadian
men's team took the gold medal during the
Sydney Paralympic Games last October and
in August, 2001, the Canadian junior men's
team (22 years old and younger) successfully
defended their IWBF World Championship
for Junior Men at Centro Esportivo Bernardo
Werner, in Blumenau, Santa Catarina, Brazil.
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FSB International
Trade Fair in Cologne
The International Trade Fair for Amenities Areas,
Sports and Pool Facilities will be taking place in
Cologne, Germany 7th - 9th November and once
again FIBA and FIBA Basketball Promotion will
be represented.
This will be the 3rd time that FIBA has taken part
in the Trade Fair, and, surrounded by its many
sponsors and partners, it will host a presentation
stand, showing recommended basketball facilities.
From the structure of a basketball arena to the
referee's whistle, FIBA is involved in providing
the best functionality, aesthetics and not least
safety for players, equipment and spectators.
This goes from minimising sports injury through
improved clothing, to the emergency loudspeaker
system in the arenas.
This achievement is only possible through the
highly qualified partners and sponsors and their
work together with FIBA and its Study Centre.
The following FIBA Research and Study Centre
partners will be in attendance in Cologne and
will host presentation stands next to that held by
FIBA: Bertele (scoreboards and basketball stands),
Bodet (synthetic flooring), Bose (sound systems),
CCI (non-slip tiles), Connor (wooden flooring),
Fox40 (whistles), Haro (wooden flooring),
Italgrigliati (drains and steel structures), Junckers
(wooden flooring), Limonta (synthetic flooring),
Mapei (structural specialists), Mondo (technical
scoreboards), Ondavision (rotating advertising
boards), Philips Lighting (electrics), Porter
(basketball stands), Robbins (wooden flooring),
Schelde (basketball stands), Seicom (wooden
flooring), Sportsystem and Tesla (video screens).
This year FIBA also ran a competition for students
in Cologne to design the best basketball arena
according to the FIBA regulations. The 1st place
was won by Ms. Valentina Rojas Hauser and Mr.
Michael Wiefelspütz, who will presented with
their prize on 7th November at a ceremony
attended by Mr. Borislav Stankovic, Secretary
General of FIBA, Mr. George Vassilakopoulos,
President of FIBA-Europe and Mr. Roland Geggus,
President of the German Basketball Federation.

Following pool play, Canada demolished
Germany 50 - 31 in the quarterfinals. Down
26 - 18 at half time, Canada rallied to tie
USA 37 -37 at 1:18 of the third quarter and
rolled to a 53 - 46 victory to advance to the
championship game. In the other bracket,
Great Britain pummelled Mexico 71 - 58
and then stumbled 81 - 48 to Brazil in the
semifinal match-up. Germany trumped
Mexico 51 - 35 to claim fifth place and USA
over-powered Great Britain 66 - 33 to take
third. Brazil was confident of a victory over
Canada. Brazil had the advantage of a
boisterous, enthusiastic, over-capacity crowd
for support and Brazil had handed Canada

FIBA Basketball Promotion GmbH is a subsidiary
of FIBA. FBP consists of three depart-ments:
Marketing, Events and Study Centre & Research.

a 62 - 54 loss during pool play. The Final
was a thrilling game. The game was tied 4
times and the lead changed 3 times. In the
end it was an unlikely hero, Abdi Dini, who
scored for Canada at 0:23 remaining in the
game on an assist from tournament MVP
Patrick Anderson to give Canada the victory.
Anderson added a free throw at :02 to make
the final Score 58 - 55.

+ + + Isla de Margarita to host Clubs Championship
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The Championship for
South American Men's Champions Clubs gears up in Isla de Margarita, Venezuela, 18th- 22nd October. The island was chosen
by CONSUBASQUET as it boasts an excellent gym "Ciudad de la Asunción" and the fact that the tourist infrastructure will
guarantee a successful event. The South American champion clubs participating are Estudiantes de Olivarria (Argentina), Paises
de Medellín (Colombia), Dep. San José (Paraguay), Defensor Sporting (Uruguay), UTE (Ecuador), Uberlandia (Brazil) and two
clubs from Venezuela, league champions Gaiteros del Zulia, and last year's title holder Trotamundos de Carabobo. All results
will be available on www.fibaamerica.com .

+++

FIBA

AS S I S T

-

don't get
disconnected
New e-mail:
E-mail: barbadosbasketball@caribsurf.com
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+ + + Mr Zhang Chang-lu receives FIBA
Order of Merit On the occasion of the first game
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People

of the Chinese team during the University Games in
Beijing on 23rd August 2001, Mr Zhang Chang-lu
received the FIBA Order of Merit from Mrs. Ursula Frank-Hoffman, former assistant of the
late FIBA Secretary General, Dr. William Jones. Mr Zhang has been an outstanding player,
coach and member of the Chinese Basketball Association. He served for many years on the
Central Board, FIBA's highest body.

FIBA Directory Changes
Barbados Amateur
Basketball Association

OCT OBE R/NOV E M BE R

+ + + Most Valuable Players

As the Zone Championships of this exciting summer draw
to a close FIBA would like to offer its congratulations and thanks to those who matter most: the players. In
particular we would like to mention the Most Valuable Players, voted at most Championships, who showed
outstanding talent and skill:

Bahrain Basketball Association
New fax:
Fax: (++973) 74 07 27

Fédération de Basketball
du Burundi
New e-mail:
E-mail: febabu@yahoo.fr

Cambodia Basketball Federation
New e-mail:
E-mail: mam@bigpond.com.kh

St. Vincent and the Grenadines
Basketball Association
New fax and e-mail:
Fax: (++1-784) 485 64 79
E-mail: dynamics@caribsurf.com

From left to right: European Championship for Women: Cathy Melain (France) led the French team to take
the European crown on home soil, averaging 12 points, 5 rebounds and 4 assists over the tournament. Tournament
of the Americas for Men: Emanuele Ginobili (Argentina) wowed the home crowds in Neuquen, scoring 28
points in the Final game against Brazil to win the Championship. Asian Championship for Men: Yao Ming
(China) scored 16 points, took 11 rebounds and made 3 blocks in the Final against Lebanon which was won by
China. European Championship for Men: Predrag Stojakovic (Yugoslavia) - averaged 23 points and shot
67% from the field, including a total of 18 3-pointers to help Yugoslavia to the European title.
African Championship for Men: Miguel
Lutanda (Angola) averaged almost 16
points and shot 67% in 2-point field goals
to lift Angola to victory. Tournament of
the Americas for Women: Helen Santos
Luz (Brazil) was unstoppable against Cuba
in the Final, scoring 36 points to hand the
gold medal to the home team.

Basketball Association of Wales
New e-mail:
E-mail: francisdaw@yahoo.co.uk

Stay tuned
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EVENT CALENDAR

OCTOBER 2001

25/09/01 - 17/04/02 Korac Cup

05/10/01 - 07/10/01 FIBA Medical Council

in Europe

in Athens, Greece

OCTOBER 2001

07/10/01 - 09/10/01 ABC Clinic for International Referee Candidates

04/10/01 - 11/10/01 19th Asian Championship for Women in

in Dubai, United Arab Emirates

Bangkok, Thailand
08/10/01 - 14/10/01 AFABA Clinic for National Referee Instructors
18/10/01 - 22/10/01 38th South American Championship

in Johannesbourg, South Africa

for Men's Champion Clubs
in Isla de Margarita, Venezuela

26/10/01 Commission for European Club Competitions

in Munich, Federal Republic of Germany
16/10/01 - 17/04/02 Ronchetti Cup
27/10/01 Draw for the European Club Competitions 2002

in Europe

in Munich, Federal Republic of Germany

NOVEMBER 2001

in Kuwait

02/11/01 - 03/11/01 Board of FIBA-Europe
30/10/01 - 30/04/02 Saporta Cup

in Munich, Federal Republic of Germany

in Europe
26/11/01 Meeting of the FIBA Zone Secretary Generals
31/10/01 - 28/04/02 EuroLeague Women

in Munich, Federal Republic of Germany

in Europe
27/11/01 - 28/11/01 Central Board of FIBA

NOVEMBER 2001

in Munich, Federal Republic of Germany

25/11/2001 - 02/12/2001 7th Central American and Caribbean Games

in Guatemala

O F F I C I A L
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MEETING CALENDAR

SEPTEMBER 2001

20/10/01 - 30/10/01 West Asian Games
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